
 

We want people to encounter God on Sundays and not 
just “go to church.” That is why today’s 75-minute 

service will include an in-depth Bible teaching, 
communion, worship (feel free to stand or sit as we sing),  

and an opportunity to receive 1-on-1 prayer.

Faith is Rising 
Week 3 of series: A Vision for the Future 

January 21, 2018

// web: tevchurch.org // 
// facebook: search “The Eastside Vineyard Church” // 

// e-mail: info@tevchurch.org // blog: dankopp.wordpress.com //

Suggested Resources 
Below is a list of resources that will help you dig deeper into the topic 
preached about this morning. However, by recommending them, we are not 
giving a blanket endorsement to the author or every sentence you’ll read. 
The only perfect person is Jesus and the only perfect book is the Bible so 
as you read these, practice discernment. In other words, “chew the meat 
and spit out the bones”!!! 

• Mark Batterson - The Circle Maker: Praying Circles Around Your Biggest 
Dreams and Greatest Fears 

• Max Lucado - Fearless: Imagine Life Without Fear 

• Alan Hirsch & Michael Frost - The Faith of Leap: Embracing a Theology of 
Risk, Adventure, & Courage 

• Randy Alcorn - The Treasure Principle 

• John Ortberg - If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out  
of the Boat 

• Basil Miller - George Mueller: Man of Faith and Miracles 

• Beth Moore - Believing God: Experience a Fresh Explosion of Faith 

Suggested Bibles 
We teach from the Bible on Sundays and encourage you to read the Bible 
throughout the week. Here are a few recommended versions of it: 

Quest Study Bible 
“The Question and Answer Bible.” 

CSB Study Bible 
The CSB Study Bible offers the award-winning Holman study system, which 
includes over 16,000 study notes, tools, word studies, and articles from 
respected Bible scholars.  

Teen Life Application Study Bible  
includes sections explaining what the Bible has to say about the questions 
and issues teens face in the Choices,  
I Wonder, Ultimate Issues, and My Story features. 

Kids Quest Study Bible 
contains over 500 questions that kids ask, “Quest Challenges” to help you 
apply what you read and more! 

Plus… be sure to stop by the Info Table in our lobby and pick up a 
FREE copy of our Bible Reading Plan… as well as a FREE Bible!
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Faith is Rising 
(Dan Kopp - lead pastor of The Eastside Vineyard Church) 

Notes: 

Key Passage: 
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as 
his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he 
was going. - Hebrews 11:8 (NIV) 

Digging Deeper Questions 
In our fast-paced culture, it’s easy to be impacted by the sermon you hear at 
church on Sunday... only to forget about it by Monday. To make this message 
“stick” we created these Digging Deeper Questions so you can process and apply 
what you heard at church. Take some time this week to go through these questions 
by yourself, in your small group, with a friend, your family, or your roommate. 

1. Icebreaker: What is the most courageous, adventurous, or riskiest thing you 
have ever done? Have fun with this question! 

2. Is there anything you heard in this week’s sermon or experienced in this week’s 
service that was an “a ha” moment, something significant for you? 

3. Put yourself in the shoes of the biblical characters in the stories below. Spend 
some time talking about what God was asking each of them to do. If you are 
honest, do you think you would have said “Yes” to God’s invitation in each 
instance? Why or why not? 

• Abraham moving his family to an unknown land (see Genesis 12:1-5) 
• Gideon reducing his troops from 32,000 to 300 (Judges 7:1-8) 
• Quitting the family business to follow Jesus (Matthew 4:18-22) 

4. Read Matthew 16:24. In The Faith of Leap Alan Hirsch writes, “In light of God's 
claim over our lives, personal security is an illusion. Helen Keller observed, 
‘Security is mostly a superstition. Life is either a daring adventure or nothing.’” 
What are your thoughts on that Bible verse and quote? 

5. Spend some time reading and reflecting on these verses: Psalm 27:1,  
2 Timothy 1:7, 1 John 4:18, Romans 8:15. How would your life be different if you 
truly believed those words in the depths of your soul? 

6. Read Hebrews 11:8. With this Scripture in mind, Mark Batterson writes this in 
Draw the Circle: “If you take the first step, God will reveal the second step. The 
problem is that most of us want the 25-year-plan before we’re willing step out in 
faith. We want to know exactly where we’re going and exactly when we’ll get 
there, but God doesn’t operate that way. He gives us just enough revelation, just 
enough grace, just enough strength. Why? So we will live in daily dependence 
on Him.” 

• What are your thoughts on Batterson’s perspective? 
• Share an instance on your spiritual journey where you had to take things 

“one step at a time” and God revealed more of His plan as you walked? 

7. An Action Step in today’s sermon was: Make Every Effort to Build Your Faith. 
Why? Because if you have greater faith, you will pray more often… and you will 
pray more boldly. Here are some suggested ways to build your faith: 

• Read (consume/ingest) the Bible 
• Read Christian biographies 
• Exercise your faith 

Which of these Action Steps do you feel most compelled to do? Brainstorm ideas 
of how to do each one (e.g., How will you exercise your faith? Which biographies 
will you read? What Bible stories will you prayerfully study?) 


