
We want people to encounter God on Sundays and not 
just “go to church.” That is why today’s 75-minute 

service will include an in-depth Bible teaching, 
communion, worship (feel free to stand or sit as we sing),  

and an opportunity to receive 1-on-1 prayer. 

The Biblical Elephant in the Room 
Week 2 of Series: Eat This Book 

September 25, 2016

// web: tevchurch.org // phone: 586.770.4712 //  
// facebook: search “The Eastside Vineyard Church” // 

// e-mail: info@tevchurch.org // blog: dankopp.wordpress.com //

Suggested Resources 
Below is a list of resources that will help you dig deeper 
into the topic preached about this morning: 

• Gordon Fee & Douglas Stewart - How to Read the Bible for 
All Its Worth – ☚ this week’s “Pastor’s Pick” 

• Bruce Wilkinson & Kenneth Boa - Talk Thru the Bible 

• Phillip Yancey - The Bible Jesus Read 

• Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary: 
New Testament Set 

• Scot McKnight - Blue Parakeet: Rethinking How You Read 
the Bible 

• Eugene Peterson - Eat This Book 

Suggested Bibles  
We teach from the Bible on Sundays and encourage you to 
read the Bible throughout the week. Here are a few 
recommended versions of it: 

• Quest Study Bible (NIV translation) 
Read and understand the Bible like never before! This 
unique Bible addresses the common, uncommon, and 
perplexing questions people ask about Scripture, right 
as you read it! Passages that puzzle will snap into 
clarity. 

• Teen Study Bible  
This bestselling Bible keeps up with you! As an on-the-
go teen, you're moving fast. God is moving faster! The 
NIV Teen Study Bible will help you keep in step with all 
He has done, is doing, and will do in the world -- and in 
your life. 

• Kids Quest Study Bible (NIrV translation)  
All 66 books of the Bible translated into a reader-friendly 
version for kids ages 6-9. Plus it has over 500 questions 
children ask about the Bible, about their world, and about 
God. It speaks their language and answers their 
questions in a way they can understand. 

It’s Black-and-W
hite For a Reason... O

ne of our values is to be inwardly frugal so we can be outwardly generous. 
That’s why this program

 is black-and-white and printed on plain paper. Printing them
 this way cuts our costs way 

down. So this program
 m

ay not be fancy, but it gets the job done. This is one of the things we do that enables us to 
give away 22%

 of our budget to the poor and needy in our com
m

unity and beyond.
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The Biblical Elephant in the Room 
Dan Kopp (lead pastor - The Eastside Vineyard Church) 

Notes: 

Key Passage: 
Oh, how I love your law [Torah]!  I meditate on it all day long . . . How sweet 
are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!  
              - Psalm 119:97, 103 (NIV) 

Digging Deeper Questions 
In our fast-paced culture, it’s easy to be impacted by the sermon you hear at 
church on Sunday... only to forget about it by Monday. To make this message 
“stick” we created these Digging Deeper Questions so you can process and apply 
what you heard at church. Take some time this week to go through these questions 
by yourself, in your small group, with a friend, your family, or your roommate. 

1. Icebreaker: Think back to when you were growing up. Did your parents own a 
Bible? Where was it typically located or stored? Did you ever see your parents 
reading it? Do you ever remember reading it as a family? 

2. Is there anything you heard in this week’s sermon or experienced in this 
week’s service that was an “a ha” moment, something significant for you? 

3. Which are your top “Barriers to Bible Reading” listed below? Explain. 
• Dryness – Reading the Bible is like reading the Yellow Pages 
• Busyness – I just don’t have the time. 
• Past Experience – I’ve tried reading the Bible and it didn’t work for me. 
• Temperament – I’m just not a reader. 
• Frustration – Friends say reading the Bible is easy, but it’s not for me. 
• Uncertainty - I want to read and study the Bible but I don’t know how. 
• Apathy – To be honest, I’d rather be watching TV or be on Facebook. 

4. Even if you didn’t answer “busyness” in the previous question, that is a 
significant barrier for all of us. Jobs, school, relationships, kids, housework, and 
hobbies dominate our calendars. However, if you took a hard look at how you 
spend your free time and freed up 30 minutes (or even an hour!) each day to 
read and study your Bible, how would this impact your relationship with God? 
What keeps you from doing this? 

5. Read Psalm 119:97,103. In The Me I Want to Be John Ortberg writes, “The 
unspoken secret is that many people find the Bible boring . . . Part of why 
delighting in the Scriptures is harder for us than for the ancients is that we have 
many more tempting alternatives . . . In a world with so many easy options to 
amuse or distract our minds, we all have to learn to be fed by the Bible.” 

• Do you find the Bible to be boring? Why or why not? Be honest! 
• What are some ways you tend to amuse or distract yourself instead of 

picking up your Bible? 
• What do you think John means when he said, “In a world with so many 

easy options to amuse or distract our minds, we all have to learn to be 
fed by the Bible.”? 

6. Read Colossians 3:16. In The Life You’ve Always Wanted John Ortberg writes, 
“Imagine having a mind cleansed of all the debris that blocks our best intentions. 
Imagine if each time you saw another person your first thought was to pray for 
him or bless her. Imagine what it would be like if, any time you were challenged 
or anxious, your reflexive response would be to turn to God for strength. Imagine, 
if you’re a married man, that whenever you looked at any woman other than your 
wife you would see her as if she were your sister or your daughter. Imagine 
genuinely wishing your “enemies” well . . . That is what it means to “let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly.” [Colossians 3:16] This is how we are to be 
transformed by Scripture. This is our great need.” What are your thoughts on this 
quote?


